October 22, 2014

To: Lisa Northrop, Forest Supervisor, Mt. Hood National Forest

Mt. Hood National Forest is a regional treasure. Not only does it provide drinking water for over a million
Oregonians, but it is also a much loved recreation destination. Over two million people visit the forest each
year, contributing over $50 million to the communities that surround the mountain. But this region’s love
of Mt. Hood National Forest goes much deeper than the services it provides. The wild beauty of the peak,
lush forests of the foothills, wild salmon runs that still find their way home, these are the heart and soul of
this land; you are entrusted with their care.

We, the undersigned, ask that you shift the focus of land management in
Mt. Hood National Forest from logging to watershed health, wildlife habitat and recreation.

One of the most damaging activities in the Forest is silent and subtle: the vast network of crumbling roads
slowly leaking sediment into streams. While Forest Service roads help us get to our favorite places in the
forest, many of the approximately 8,000 miles of roads in Mt. Hood National Forest are unnecessary, and
in poor condition due to drastic declines in the road maintenance budget. Between 1989 and 2003, the
budget for annual road maintenance in Mt. Hood National Forest declined approximately 60%. Over the
last decade, the road maintenance budget has continued to decline steadily by 2% to 5% each year; now the
Forest Service has a backlog of $51.8 million in deterred road maintenance.

With this baseline of disintegrating roads, it simply doesn’t make sense to waste money rebuilding old
logging roads. In the Jazz Timber Sale alone, the Forest Service spent $229,000 rebuilding previously
decommissioned logging roads. Most other timber sales planned in Mt. Hood National Forest also undo
watershed restoration efforts by rebuilding decommissioned roads.

Instead, we advocate that the Forest Service invest in fixing neglected roads that lead to campgrounds and
trailheads, repairing trails forest-wide, and removing — instead of maintaining — unneeded, ecologically
harmful roads. These investments will benefit local communities by providing jobs as diverse as heavy
equipment operators, restaurateurs, and those in the recreation industry, as well as benefitting the many
different species that rely on clean water.

This shift in priorities reflects changes in the economy and demographic of local communities. Today, the
outdoor recreation industry employs more than 140,000 people in Oregon, while logging and wood-
products manufacturing provides fewer than 30,000 jobs. Creative solutions, such as road-to-trail
conversions, have long-term positive impacts for recreation visitors and the economy and ecology of Mt.
Hood National Forest.

We understand that Mt. Hood National Forest has many competing pressures and is bound, in part, by the
budget allocations set by Congress and higher level offices in the agency. We also understand that changing
priorities requires many allies working together to create long lasting policy change. We are those allies.

To demonstrate this shift in priorities, we ask that you: 1) substantially invest in your recreation
infrastructure; 2) significantly involve the public to create a Travel Analysis Process that right-sizes the
Forest Service road system; 3) commit to increase road decommissioning efforts to improve watershed
health and wildlife habitat; and, 4) do not rebuild decommissioned roads.

Sincerely,
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