November 18, 2009
Re: Powering Past Coal in Colorado, Xcel’s Cherokee Coal-fired Power Plant
Dear Governor Ritter:

We, the undersigned organizations, businesses, scientists and community leaders urge you to
ensure Colorado succeeds in meeting its climate action goals to safeguard public health, the
environment, and our economic prosperity. We urge you to take bold action to confront the
cost of burning coal in Colorado, specifically the cost of Xcel Energy’s Cherokee coal-fired
power plant, located in North Denver.

Global warming is this generation’s greatest environmental challenge. Fueled by excessive
greenhouse gas emissions, global warming threatens our agriculture, our water supplies, the
vitality of our forests, our ski and tourism industry, our clean air, and the health of our
communities. To protect Colorado, in 2008 you called for a 20% reduction greenhouse gases
below 2005 levels by 2020 and an 80% reduction by 2050.

Coal-fired power plants are the largest source of greenhouse gas emissions in Colorado, making
Xcel’s coal-fired power plants the key to meeting our climate action goals. The company is the
state’s largest utility and operates seven coal-fired plants in the state that every year release more
than 22,000,000 tons of heat-trapping carbon dioxide—more than 17% of the state’s total
greenhouse gases. This makes the company responsible for more greenhouse gas emissions than
any other single source.

The 717 megawatt Cherokee plant is more than 50 years old and is currently Xcel’s largest coal-
fired power plant. Every year the power plant releases more than 100 pounds of mercury,
thousands of tons of smog forming gases, and more than 5,000,000 tons of carbon dioxide. The
plant also releases large amounts of sulfur dioxide and smog forming nitrogen oxides, which are
linked to respiratory ailments. It is very likely the plant will be required to make significant and
costly upgrades to meet federal air quality standards limiting smog and sulfur dioxide.

Worse, the plant is located in heart of Denver’s urban core, posing major public health and
environmental justice concerns, especially for those living in the North Denver neighborhoods of
Globeville, Elyria, and Swansea.

To effectively reduce greenhouse gas emissions in Colorado and meet our climate action
goals, we must chart a sensible path toward retiring Xcel’s coal-fired power plants,
including the Cherokee plant. With clean energy solutions on hand, there is no reason we
cannot make this a reality.

Xcel itself has shown that it is possible to power past coal and embrace a clean energy future.
The company has proposed to retire its two smallest coal-fired power plants and is considered to
be a leading provider of renewable energy. Xcel is on track to meet Colorado’s 20% renewable
energy standard ahead of schedule. And more recently, in response to a request for proposals,
Xcel received bids to develop 15,000 megawatts of renewable energy in Colorado. This is more
than two times the company’s peak generating capacity of 7,000 megawatts, more than enough



to offset all the company’s coal-fired power plants.

Despite this progress and potential, Xcel’s greenhouse gas emissions are actually projected
to increase.

Later this year, the company intends to start up its new coal-fired boiler in Pueblo. Even after
Xcel retires its two smallest coal-fired power plants, the company’s carbon dioxide emissions
will actually increase by more than 3,000,000 tons annually after this boiler starts up.

The benefits of powering past coal and toward clean energy solutions extend far beyond
greenhouse gases. In Colorado, retiring Xcel’s coal-fired power plants would:

* Eliminate 25% of the state’s toxic air pollution, including 45% of all mercury
emissions and 25% of all dioxins;

* Remove from our air 52% of the state’s sulfur dioxide, a potent haze forming gas, and
12% of the state’s nitrogen oxides, which are in part responsible for creating smog;

* Conserve more than 9.3 billion gallons of water annually; and
¢ Keep more than 974,000 tons of toxic coal ash waste from being disposed of.

Retiring the Cherokee coal-fired power plant alone will represent a significant step forward in
safeguarding public health, clean air, and the climate. Importantly, it will make significant
progress toward ensuring compliance with federal air quality standards.

The promise of a New Energy Economy, one that relies on clean, renewable energy, that
ambitiously confronts the costs of burning coal, and that fully meets our climate actions goals, is
at hand. However, we need your continued leadership to make this a reality.

We urge you to commit to powering Colorado past coal. We urge you to work with Xcel Energy
to retire existing coal-fired power plants, starting with the Cherokee coal-fired power plant, and
to aggressively develop renewable energy to meet our climate action goals. Our economy, our
health, and our environment are depending on your leadership.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Jeremy Nichols

Climate and Energy Director
WildEarth Guardians

1536 Wynkoop St. Suite 301
Denver, CO 80202-1182



1Sky

Micah Parkin

Colorado Organizer

6930 Carroll Avenue, Suite 1000
Takoma Park, MD 20912

Alchemical Mage Co.
Swami Prem Kavyo
President

2466 S Dillon St
Aurora, CO 80014-2420

American Lung Association of Colorado

Curt Huber

Executive Director

5600 Greenwood Plaza Blvd., Suite 100
Greenwood Village, CO 80111

ArapaHope Community Team
Donna Galassi

President

P.0.Box 3211

Littleton, CO 80161

City Councilwoman District 8
Carla Madison

2713 Welton Street

Denver, CO 80205

Clean Energy Action
Andrew I. Lenec
Executive Director

P. 0. Box 1399
Boulder, CO 80306

Colorado Citizens Lobby
Betty Harris

Founder

313 W Lehow Ave #24
Englewood CO 80110

Colorado Interfaith Power and Light
Rev. Nelson Bock

Director

P.0.Box 46017

Denver, CO 80201-6017

Community Office for Resource
Efficiency (CORE)

Nathan Ratledge

Director

P.0.Box 9707

Aspen, CO 81612

Elyria Neighborhood Association
Tom Anthony

President

5000 National Western Dr

Denver, CO 80216-2128

First Universalist Church of Denver
Tom Abood

Chair of the Green First Task Force
4101 E. Hampden Ave

Denver, CO 80222-7262

Greenpeace

Diana Best

Colorado Organizer

190 East 9th Ave, Suite 120
Denver, CO 80203

Physicians for Social Responsibility
Roberta M Richardson, MD

Colorado President

950 Wadsworth Blvd., #308
Lakewood, CO 80214

Rainforest Action Network
Michael Brune

Executive Director

221 Pine Street, 5th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94104 USA

Thomas J. Abood, P.C.

Tom Abood, Esq

8400 E. Prentice Ave, Suite 830
Greenwood Village, CO 80111

Unity of Boulder
Reverend Jack Groverland
Senior Minister

2855 Folsom St.

Boulder, CO 80304



University of Colorado at Boulder
Laila Anne Amerman

Student Network Coordinator for BoCU
949 Marine St #D9

Boulder, CO 80302

Wilderness Defense
Roger J. Wendell
Executive Director
P.0.Box 17174

Golden, Colorado 80402

Wind Power Solutions
Tom Weis, President
4120 Baseline Road
Boulder, CO 8030



